Book Reports

One at home book report is due each quarter. The due dates for the book reports are:


October 18




March 20

January 10




May 29
Each book report must be from a different genre or type of book.  If you do a genre a second time it will be an automatic 30 point deduction from your grade.  You will need to be sure to choose your genre first and then your book or you may find that the book you plan to read is from the same genre that you have already done.

Here is a list of the 8 genres you can choose from and a brief explanation of what they are.  If you have questions about your book be sure to ask.  When you have completed a genre mark it off.

___ Biography: tells the actual true life of a person who lived.  It is not fiction

___ Fantasy: stories that deal with knights, kings, talking animals, or magical 
         situations.  These stories take place in medieval times or can be contemporary 
         with magical type situations.  (While Harry Potter books are fantasy they may 
         not be read for book reports)
___ Realistic Fiction: a story that takes place in a contemporary setting that 
         sounds true to life.

___ Historical Fiction: a fictional story that takes place in an historical time and 
         the story has reference to specific historical events or time periods.

___ Mystery: a fictional story in which a mystery needs to be solved.  This could be 
         a crime or some other unknown situation that needs to be resolved.

___ Nonfiction: any book dealing with things that are true except a biography.

___ Play or Poetry: either a book that contains poems in it or a book written in the 
         form of a play.

___ Science Fiction: a story that takes place in the future and imagines what the 
         future would be like.  Generally includes space ships or unusual creatures.  It 
         may involve time travel.  

I have a notebook in which I keep track of your book reports so that you will know what genre and projects you have done.  You may ask to see this notebook at any time to see what you have already done.
Book reports must be presented in a creative manner.  Creativity is a major element in your book report grade.  At the same time you need to show that you have read and understood the book.  Below are some ideas to get you started on a creative book report.

--Do a book talk in front of the class. (Don’t just tell the story, make it interesting)

--Design an original poster of a book cover with a synopsis attached. 

--Create a diorama of a scene from the book with an attached synopsis.
--Draw a series of cartoons showing a portion of the book.
--Act out a drama done based on a scene from the book.
--Create a video or computer generated presentation of a part of the book.
--Make a travel brochure about the setting of the story.
--Write a newspaper article that gives the events of the book or a section of the book 
   (the first paragraph needs to answer the questions who, what, when, where, and how; and 
   there needs to be a headline).
--Construct a mobile with characters or symbols of events from the story.
--Film a video commercial for the book.
--Make an acrostic which uses the letters of the book title or author’s name to tell something 
   significant about the story.

--Create a crossword puzzle or word search using characters or significant words from the 
   story (a brief synopsis may be necessary)
--Write a letter to the author of the book telling him/her why you enjoyed reading the book 
   and your favorite part.

--Write a letter to a character in the story pretending to be another character and give advice, 
   help resolve a problem, or explain a situation in the story.

--Create a time line showing events in a story or nonfiction book. (Remember in a time line 
   the distance between the lines needs to reflect equal time.  Example: every 1 inch is 3 years)
--Create a mini-comic book telling part of the story.

--Put a poem to music, or draw a picture that illustrates one or more poems.

--Make a map that shows where events in the story took place.

--Write a diary of a character in the story expressing the character’s thoughts about various 
   events in the story.

--Write an obituary (death notice) for a character in the book telling his or her life 
   accomplishments.

--Design a bookmark for the book. (make sure it includes a summary)

--Cut out magazine pictures to make a collage illustrating your book or characters.

--Write and post on-line a review of your book at Amazon.com or BN.com. (Make sure you 
   have your parents’ permission)
--Create a game that relates to the book.

--Publish a web site about your book (Make sure you have your parents’ permission)

--Create a Power Point to share the events or information from your book.

--Use you imagination and come up with something completely original for the book.

Remember that all book reports need to somehow tell the characters, setting and basic plot.
